Press release
Start of construction of an innovated Agro-photovoltaic open space
plant in Donaueschingen-Aasen, Germany
Merzig, 11/10/2019
Since the 23rd of September 2019 an Agro-photovoltaic open space plant with 4,1 MW peak is built
in Aasen, a district of Donaueschingen. Responsible for the project is the company Next2Sun
GmbH, who has had first successes with an identical Agro-photovoltaic plant with an energy
output of 2 MW peak.
Agro- photovoltaics – a new approach
With the innovative mounting system of the Next2Sun the coexistence of solar power generation and
agriculture becomes possible. Thus, herbage will continue to be harvested on the solar park area in
the future. Likewise, due to the vertical assembly of the frameless glass-glass modules, green stripes
under the modules will be created. This offers new habitats for insects, moths and small mammals –
and thus food for the avian fauna.
East-west-orientation of the bifacial (double-sided) solar cells
Through the vertical east-west elevation of the bifacial solar modules, the plant primarily produces
energy in the morning and evening hours and thus leads to a better network integration in regions,
where conventional southern orientated PV plants are already connected.
Data and facts of the project in Donaueschingen-Aasen
The Agro- photovoltaic system is being built in the Donaueschinger district Aasen on an area of about
14 hectares. In total, 5.800 frame elements and approx. 11.000 bifacial solar modules are going to be
installed in the following weeks. The plant produces around 4,1 MW peak, enough electricity for
1.200 households. The investment volume is 3.2 million euros and commissioning is scheduled for
early 2020. The future operator of the plant is, after turnkey construction and commissioning, the
Bürgersolarkraftwerke Donaueschingen-Aasen GmbH, while the plant is financed by Solverde
Bürgerkraftwerke Energiegenossenschaft eG.
Background: What are bifacial solar panels?
Bifacial solar panels are able to use the sunlight from both sides. The insertion of the solar cells
between two glass panels, which are about 2.5 mm thick, creates a stable module in the sandwich
design, which is superior in yield compared to conventional monofacial modules.
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Caption: Mounting system of Next2Sun: Due to the vertical installation, 90% of the solar park area
can still be used for agricultural purposes.
Publication and reprint free of charge; a copy of the receipt is kindly to Next2Sun GmbH requested.
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Next2Sun is a start-up company that has set itself the goal of solving already foreseeable problems
that the energy transition will bring. As long-standing players in the energy transition and experienced
project developers, we are attracted by the wide range of different applications and the almost global
applicability of our new concept. The basic principle of the concept is the vertical arrangement of solar
modules, which can use sunlight from both the front and the back ("bifacial" solar modules). The two
active sides are oriented east and west. We see the fascinating opportunity to establish an innovative
concept as a new building block in the renewable energy mix of the future.
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